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INTRODUCTION

Education is an important factor in shaping the
personality of an individual. Through it, he learns his
various role expectations and also the means and me-
chanisms of role-fulfilment. In the complex social
system, he occupies positions which have specialised
functions. Moreover, the functions associated with
certain positions change over time, or they require new
knowledge or skills to perform them in the changed
contexts. An individual’s personality has many differ-
ent facets manifesting his different needs. In order
to develop adequate adjustments with reference to these
from time to time, he has to acquire new information,
new skills or new thinking. This is possible if an effi-
cient system of formal education is supplemented with
an equally adequate and flexible system of non-formal
education at all the levels.

This area was titled as “Social and Adult Educa-
tion” in A Survey of Research in Education (Buch,
1974). The change in the title is indicative of more cur-
rent usage than in the subject-matter per se. Even the
Government of India’s Directorate of Adult Education
(DAE) is now called Directorate of Non-formal
[DNF(A)E] Education, What does non-formal edu-
cation mean? The definilion of non-formal education
is a highly difficult enterprise as much as planning an
adequate non-formal education system itself. Looking
at it from several angles may give one some idea about
it Formal education refers to the pre-primary school-
ing, ten or eleven years of primary and secondary edu-
cation, three or four-year degree programmes at the
colleges and universities and post-graduate degree or
diploma programmes. Non-formal education, in this
sense, is outside such formalised educational structure.
When persons, usually beyond the compulsory school
age, engage themselves voluntarily in a learning activi-
ty on a part-time basis under some organised auspices,
this educational activity is called non-formal education
or adult education. It is sometimes called social edu-
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cation, in specific situations, even continuing educa-
tion. The programme of this kind includes adult lite-
racy, extension education, extra-mural lectures, continu-
ing education courses for vocational or avocational
needs. No examinations are usually required to be pass-
ed in respect of these courses. Their main objective is to
equip the individual better to meet his role expectations
in his various walks of life. They may meet his or
her vocational requirements, recreational interests, in-
tellectual curiosities in a wide variety of subjects or
even help in better management of homes, improving
health, or undertaking of community service activities.
Non-formal education is a very broad field covering all
the imaginable aspects of any individual’s life. It is a
life-long process because the changing circumstances
and changing roles in the life of an individual necessi-
tate on his part that he keeps on learning through avail-
able formal or non-formal educational programmes.
Since formal programmes cater to well-defined and
limited needs of more restricted age groups in general,
the non-formal programmes are supposed to serve an
individual in a much larger way.

HISTORY OF RESEARCH IN NON-FORMAL
EDUCATION

India has a long history of non-formal education.
It existed in one form or other even in the ancient times,
No effort was, however, done till recent past to either
take stock of all that was happening in this vital area
of social significance, or to evaluate any of its aspects.
Even in recent years, very few studies have been under-
taken in this field. This may be because, non-formal
education or any of its counterparts in the form of adult
education, social education or continuing education
have not been established As academic disciplines in
either colleges of education or universities. Even to-
day this situation has not improved very much. There
are not many trained scholars in this field. This crea-
tes a vicious circle of the dearth of personnel, non-
existence of academic departments, non-existence of



NON-FORMAL EDUCATION

training facilities in the field and meagre research out-
put.  Only the agriculture colleges and universities have
been exceptional to this situation in conducting post-
graduate training programmes in the field of extension
education. But even here the impact has been far
from perceptible.

The present review is based on only doctoral re-
search and project research in the area of non-formal
education in universities and specialised institutions.
In this country, systematic research in this field first
started when Gadgil (1945) worked on the “problems
of lapse into illiteracy”. This pioneering work was
followed by other research projects after a lapse of
more than a decade. by Singh (1957) and Khan (1958),
who undertook research on communication of ideas
through adult education and the problems of social
education. Chaube (1963), Singh and Prasad (1965),
Prasad (1967), and Dharm Vir (1968) undertook stu-
dies on youth activities, literacy development and adult
interests. By 1969, research in this field attracted
attention of researchers and also gained some momen-
tum. Five researches were completed and reported
during 1969. These included a study of adult literacy
conducted at the Gandhian Institute of Studies, one of
adult vocabulary and another of reading needs and
interests of adults by Mallikarjunaswamy, evaluation of
the social education workers’ training programme by
Ansari, and the impact of social education by Chatur-
vedi. During 1970, a few studies have been reported,
by Johnston on planning adult education. by Kaul on
attitudes towards agricultural extension education, by
Patel on a state-wide social education survey, by Pal
on the relationship between farmer education and train-
ing and his behaviour modification, by Srivastava and
others on the various aspects of tribal education. Prasad
(1971) attempted an evaluation of literacy programmes
in terms of their value for adult education and socio-
economic development. Srivastava and his colleagues
(1971) studied educational, economic and employment
conditions of eighteen tribal communities. Shankar
(1972) reported an experiment in functional literacy.
Kudesia (1973) examined the role of social education
in community development. During 1974, again
there was some spurt in the number of studies reported.
During this period, Agnihotri reported on evaluating
adult education programmes, Bhandari on persistence
and dropout in adult education classes, Mali on factors
affecting retention of literacy, Rao on a literacy survey
of a University’s Class TV employees, and Rathnayya
on structural constraints in tribal education. In 1975,
Deshpande reviewed the saint literature in Marathi for
its curricular value in formal and non-formal educa-
tion, and Talukdar surveved adult education in Assam
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during the post-independence period.

From the available research reports, it is obvious
that the work in this area is scarce and casual. Con-
tinuous and consistent efforts are conspicuously absent.
Whatever work is reported consists of ad hoc efforts
of stray individuals and touches only the superficial as-
pects. It is only in the recent years, that interest is
being shown by research workers to study this field and
it may be hoped that they will probe into more funda-
mental aspects in years o come,

NATURE OF RESEARCH

Looking at whatever limited research reports are
available in this area, it can be said that most of the
research work is descripiive or survey type. Some of
them have attempted casual or correlational analysis,
Only three researchers employed an experimental ap-
proach in the study of their problems. There are soli-
tary instances of research aimed at either the evaluation
of non-formal education or developing a programme
of non-formal education. One of the researches was
aimed at developing curriculum for non-formal educa-
tion with selected objectives. More exploration has
been done in rural than in the urban, industrial settings,
One investigator has been working in the area of tribal
education, and has produced about half a dozen stu-
dies. Ad hoc or sporadic studies have been conducted
in various geographical regions of the country without
attempting detailed or depth study anywhere. Mostly
simple questionnaires or interview schedules have been
used by the various researchers. In some, the govern-
mental or other official records have been used as sour-
ces of data. Generally the researchers have not deve-
loped sophisticated tools for evaluating non-formal edu-
cational programmes and their outcomes, adult needs
and interests or attitudes of the adult learners.

Refined experimental or ex-post-facto research
with sophisticated designs and tools is yet to be under-
taken in the imporiant area of social educational rele-
vance in the context of national development,

A PEEP INTO RESEARCH FINDINGS

Turning towards the areas of research in the field
of adult education, one can think of several different
areas, viz., adult learning, motivation to learn, attitude
towards adult education, needs and interests, participa-
tions and participants, programmes and programme
planning, administration and management, methods,
media and techniques of teaching, training and adult
leadership, community education and community deve-
lopment, production of reading and teaching material,
and evaluation of adult education programmes. The
researches reported here cover only few of these and
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not quite adequately. The first project was conducted
by Gadgil (1945) in the area of literacy programmes.
He developed a test of reading and writing by which
the lapse into illiteracy could be measured. The re-
searcher reported a positive relationship between the
sharp fall in the lapse into illiteracy and the progres-
sive increase of the standard in which a student leaves
the school,  Another significani finding was that it was
necessary for a pupil to complete a four year course
at school in order to ensure the retention of literacy
throughout his later life.  This study also revealed that
in the majority of instances reading and writing habits
studied by the researcher were neither developed nor
maintained, and thai the educational efforts were was-
ted even though there was no actual lapse into illiteracy.
The incidence of lapse into illiteracy was specially high
among the middle and backward classes, among the
agriculturists and agricu!‘ural labourers, and among the
very poor ones.  He also reported that the lapse took
place due to disuse of abilities acquired in the school.
In a project ‘voluntary action for adult literacy’, con-
ducted at the Gandhian Institute of Studies (1969), it
was found that the level of literacy among adults rose
from seven to nineteen percent after the establishment
of ‘adult literacy classes in the villages concerned.
Khan’s (1958) experiment revealed that even with a
programme of hundred hours of instruction, there was
a danger of an adult student lansing into illiteracy. To
consolidate the gains of learning, at least a iotal of
125 hours, followed by self-education through a library,
was needed and to which a minimum of seventyfive
hours could be added for the requirements of social
education. The researcher, on the basis of his findings,
suggested that, to maintain the interest of neo-literates,
efforts should be made to distribute literature in simple
language on the topics of adult interest and at the same
time, efforts should be made to set up research units
at the state level which may undertake research in
basic vocabulary of neo-literates and public opinion
should be created in favour of social education, Mali
(1974) also studied the factors affecting retention of
literacy among the adult neo-literates, Two kinds of
factors were studied : (1) classroom factors such as
motivation of the learners to join the class, methods
of teaching in the class, reading materials used in the
class, duration of the classes, and post-literacy practice;
and (2) environmental factors such as occupation of the
adult learner. his age, and locality of his residence. Tt
was revealed that the kind of reading materials used
was a significant factor affecting retention of literacy.
The other classroom factors were related to a lesser
extent and the environmental factors showed no rela-
tionships. Bhandari (1974) studied the factors which
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affected retention and dropout in the adult literacy
classes in Udaipur district in Rajasthan State. He
found no significant difference between the persistors
and dropouts with regard to their age, sex, caste, mari-
tal status, occupation, affiliation with economic, social
political griups, schooling during childhood, size of land
holding, and adoption of improved agricultural prac-
tices. Significant difference with respect to the con-
tent of learning existed between participants of the lite-
racy and functional literacy classes. The reasons given
by the dropouts were day-work. animal husbandry
work, lack of interest, school distance, domestic work,
and ridicule by friends and relatives. The factors in
persistence were, need to write letters and to sign, to
read books on religion, to maintain farm records and
accounts, to learn the language and to utilise the free
time profitably.

Singh (1957) probed into the problem of ‘com-
munication of ideas through adult education’ and
analysed 174 books afd 304 films meant for neo-
literate adulis. He reported that adult education life-
rature is one of the media of communication, Adult
literature included books on history, social problems,
agriculture and rural welfare, five year plans, health
and hygiene, geography, science, general knowledge,
biographies of famous poets and writers, folk litera-
ture, etc. In these books, values like unity, reli-
gious tolerance, socio-cultural synthesis, basic unity
of all religions, civic responsibilities, duties of citizens,
need for education, etc., had been emphasised. He
also found that an attemp:i had been made to deve-
lop an attituds against superstition, magic and conser-
vatism through this literaiure. Deshpande (1975) re-
viewed the saint literature of the middle ages in Mara-
thi and sorted out useful content matter with reference
to the following objectives: (1) to know human nature,
(2) to develop character, (3) to participate in social
and cultural development, and (4) to appreciate emo-
tional and na‘ional integration, The writings of five
Marathi saints, viz., Dhyaneshwar, Namdeo, Eknath,
Tukaram, and Ramdas were analysed and classified in
terms of their utility value as instructional materials in
attaining the above mentioned objectives in formal as
well as non-formal educational programmes. Shankar
(1972) experimented with two alternative approaches
to literacy training. In one approach, the participants
attended a six-month course with a rigid time schedule
and programme break-up. In alternative approach the
same coursz was extended to nine months, It was
found that extending the period resulted in better
wriiing speed but poorer reading speed.

Chaube (1963) made a survey of youth welfare
programmes functioning in Uttar Pradesh and conclud-
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ed that informal education should be emphasised for
the benefit of the illiterate dropouts through evening
classes, continuation classes and other school classes
offering not only literacy programmes but also vocatio-
nal subjects, handicrafts, etc. He also observed that
provision for carning while learning should be made
and comuulsory national service scheme should be
introduced to create social sensitivity in the youth with
the coordinated efforts of all the agencies, both at the
official and non-official levels. An attemp: to assess
the status of adult education in Tamilnadu was made
by Johnston (1970). He suggesied a plan of action
also. According to him, first of all, the problem of
wastage and stagnation at the school stage should be
effectively tackled to arrest the growth of the prob-
lem of adult illiteracy. The non-formal education pro-
grammes should be occupationally oriented. He con-
cluded that the social education programmes did not
serve this purpose very much. Talukdar (1975) sur-
veyed the status of adult education in the State of
Assam during the post-independence period. Accord-
ing to him, the state of adult education in Assam is far
from satisfactory due to a variety of reasons, the im-
portant ones being organisational difficulties, dearth
of teachers, lack of means of communication and
transport and lack of healthy attitude on the part of
the universities in relation to adult education,

In another study on educaiional benefits of youth
Singh and Prasad (1965) found that the participants
of those clubs gained educationally in awareness, in-
terest, accentance and knowledge, and the gain in-
creased with the increase in age. The educational
attainment was higher in case of participants who
came from farming families depending partly on busi-
ness than those belonging to families engaged in ser-
vice and business, Prasad (1967) made a survey of
literacy in a village of Varanasi district and found that
the percentage of literacy among men was fortyeight
and among women, it was eleven only. He also report-
ed that there was great enthusiasm among adults for
literacy classes. Rao (1974) made a literacy survey of
the Class IV emvloyees of the University of Mysore.
He found that about thirty percent of them were ade-
quately literate, the percentage being higher for those
below forty years of age than those above. Those be-
low forty years of age showed greater interest in im-
proving their literacy skills. Those who attended to the
studies of their children at home performed better on
reading comnrehension test, Trivedi (1966) made an
attempt to analyse critically the social education pro-
gramme and rerorted that each social education pro-
gramme contained literacy, social, culiural, scientific,
aesthetic and agricultural activities for youth and
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women. The instructional materials used by the organi-
sations were usually produced and provided by the
State Social Education Committee, Impact of the pro-
gramme was seen in the changed adult behaviour.
Women did not seem to take advantage of formal
literacy classes.

Nagappa (1966) made an exploration into the
reading neads and interests of the adult neo-literates.
His study revealed that the ‘story method” of presenta-
tion of new ideas had a high apneal to neo-literates.
Topics which neo-literates wanted to read included
those about which thezy had some previous knowledge
and which were concerned with their occupations,
their relation to the government and animal husbandry,
functioning of village panchayats, topics concerning the
health of the family and community diseases. His study
also revealed that the reading interests of those neo-
literates could be sustained more systematically by
opening community literacy centres in various locali-
ties and supplying necessary materials, Mallikarjuna-
swamy (1969) also made a similar survey of the
reading needs and interests of adult neo-literates in
the Mysore State. According to him, the religious and
folk literature has high apneal for the neo-literates.
They like stories and fiction, They also like materials
related to their working life. Informational matter, if
presented through a medium of stories, is likely to be
received better than through the format of “manuals”
or “essays”. While publishing the literature for the neo-
literates, their age, sex. occunation, etc., be taken into
consideration. Dharm Vir (1968) undertook a study of
the spare-time interests of a dominant segment of
Indian society, viz., Hindi speaking villagers in the
150 villages spread over ecighteen districts of five
Hindi speaking states. His study was mainly concern-
ed with inventoried interests, These interests could
be categorised in six areas, viz., (i) intellectual interests
(ii) social interests, (iii) religicus interests, (iv) econo-
mic interests, (v) health interests, and (vi) recreational
interests. The study revealed that age was not related
to interests. The interest in social activities was found
in almost all the age groups. Adolescenis had secured
the highest score in recreational activities. Reading,
radio listening, looking after animals, and social ser-
vices were most popular activities in different age
groups. It was also found that with increase in age, the
interest in reading increased, but interest in writing
decreased. The study also revealed that the quantum
of interest decreased to 71.5 percent in the young
adult age groups (19-20 years), whereas it remained
at 74.1 and 74.9 percent in the adolescent and older
adult groups, respectively. Tnverse relationship was
reported between density of population and the quan-
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tum of interests in different Hindi speaking states.

In another study, Mallikarjunaswamy (1969)
worked on adult vocabulary and reporied that the
words which frequently occurred were useful to con-
trol the vocubuiary, whereas the words which did not
occur so frequently, but commonly occurred and were
familiar to the adult would be helpful to control the
vocabulary of neo-literates. Srivastava's work, (1970b)
revealed that dus io technological backwardness, edu-
cational development had been difficult to achieve
among the tribal community studied. He also reported
that the incidence of dropout was very high and at-
tendance in adult classes was extremely low. He
reported that teachers need more facilitics to work
efficiently and effectively. He further pointed out that
high percentage of illiteracy makes it difficult to intro-
duce and implement the developmental programmes.
Another project on developmental needs of the tribal

people  (Srivastava, 1970a) revealed that better
education could lead io the betterment of their
economic condition. Srivastava also reported that

peonle had become conscious of the value of edu-
cation, Lack of communication was a great impedi-
ment in the develpment of the tribal areas. Coopera-
tive loan giving societies had proved a failure among
these tribal people. Srivastava and others (1970) found
that the various developmental activities were the
major concern of the two main agencies. viz., the gov-
ernment and the Christian mission; both these agen-
cies had been actively associated with the educational,
economic and other developmental aspects of the
tribals. Rathnayya (1974) studied structural constraints
on tribal edneation. One of these was the distance from
the school. The tribes, being located in remote places
found it inconvenient to send their children to
school. Salaried tribals sent their children to school
more often than the tribal farmers or labourers. The
rate of dronout was tremendous; from the 100 enrolled
in the first standard, only 3 persisted upto the fifth
standard. The teachers from the iribal community were
not adequately equipped with the language of instruc-
tion, The nontribal teachers had no orientation in
tribal languace and culture and thus were handicapped
in achieving their objectives. The instructional mate-
rials and the curricula were of the normal type and not
specifically developed for the tribal children. Hence
they served their purpose very inadequately.

Pal (1970) made comparison between institu-
tional and non-institutional farmers’ training and
educational rrogrammes in relation to knowledge,
attitude and change in their behaviour and found that
the farmers who participated in the institutionalised
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and noninstitutionalised programmes differed signifi-
canily with regard to the change in the knowledge
related to package practices, He also reported that
caste was a significant correlate in the change of atti-
tude toward farmers' training and  education
programmes, whereas age was not found to be signi-
ficantly correlated with the changes in behavioural
component of the farmers of the treatment group, but
negatively related to adoption of package practices. The
impact of social education on the life of the people
was studied by Chaturvedi (1969) in the districts of
Gorakhpur, Jhansi, Lucknow, and Mathura, The in-
vestigator  concludes  that  the  social  education
programme under the community  development
scheme had definite impact on the life of the people
in the rural areas under study in spite of the many
limitations of the programme. Wherever irrigation
facilities could be developed, the change was noticeable.
On the whole, however, there was not enough enthu-
siasm in either the people or the workers in the field
about the social education programme and the attain-
ment of its goals, There was not much of a change in
the lives of women in spite of the appointment of As-
sistant Development Officer (Mahila), Gram Sevikas
and Gram Lakshmis (women workers in the commu-
nity development work). Kudesia (1973) studied the
impact of social education in Madhya Pradesh. He
studied the impact on their social. political, economic,
cultural and hygienic conditions and on promoting in
them seif-confidence, self-sufficiency, cooperation and
tolerance. The level of achievement in the health and
recrcational aspects of development was the highest as
compared to other areas in which there was not much
change. People remained conservative in respect of
caste system, untouchability, poverty and social in-
justice. Political awareness remained at a very low
level. The survey conducted by Patel (1970) revealed
that there had been three cadres of personnel working
for social education, viz., officers (class 1), supervisors
(class 11, 111y and field workers. Officers and suvervi-
sors usually participated more in entertainment acti-
vities and less in other activities and the majority of the
personnel for social education opined in favour of
change in the administrative set up. The proportion of
women workers was not satisfactory in comparison to
the number of illiterate women. One significant finding
reported by him was that regarding the programme of
social education, there were different opinions about
the very concept of social education; for some it was
the teaching of 3 R’s, while for others it was education
for social change. Only 38.5 percent of the social edu-
cation workers werz trained, About sixtyeight percent
adults were not found cooperating in the rrogramme.
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An attempt was made (o evaluate the programme of
adult education in the Wardha district by Agnihotri
(1974). He found ro improvement in the standard of
living of the people as u result of development acti-
vities, The rural people had staried realising the
importance of modern  farming methods. A pood
percentage of them understood the necessity of cleanli-
ness. People were mostly conservative and fate oriented
and spent their leisure time :n praying to God than
doing any other constructive work. Ansari (1969), in
his analytical study of training programme for sociul
education workers, found that about sixty percent of
the time of the whole programme wus allotted to
theoretical work and the remaining forty percent was
devoted to practical work. The attitudes of the under-
graduate students of the Punjab Agricultural Univer-
sity towards agricultural extension work were studied
by Kaul (1970). Age and academic achievement of
students were unrela‘ed to students’ attitudes in the
aforementioned respect. Socio-economic status  and
mutual friendship relations were related with the atti-
tudes. Group cohesivensss fostered positive attitudes.
Centrality in communication nelwork among the
students. tended to be positively related with atiitudes
in the initial stages but negatively in the later stages.

GAPS AND PRIORITIES

From the account given so far and the abstracts
given hereafier, it may safely be said that there has
been very little systematic and sustained effort to study
the problems of non-formal education. The reported
studies display ad hoc attempts resulting in superficial
exploration, unwanted duplication. and at times incon-
sequential or even contradictory observations,  This
state of affairs is usually common when a new disci-
pline begins taking shape, In this sznse, it should be
said that the work of several stray researchers from the
varied fields has prepared a ground for the establish-
ment of non-formal education as an independent disci-
pline in the same sense as social work or business ma-
nagement developed as acplied disciplines,

Most of the rescarch studics reporied so far are
in the form of siatus studies, assessing the situation
especially with reference to the programmes of social
education and literacy in action. The findings regard-
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ing the staie of programmes, personnel, methods, mate-
rials, wastage of efforts, etc., are quite important. Be-
fore any attempts are made to take action with regard
to these, more rigorous research designs will have to
be used to confirm the findings. It is obvious from
the abstracts that similar studies often bring about con-
tradictory observations.  With different populations
studied, this is not improbable. However, methodolo-
gical sophistication is very much warranted. More ex-
perimental, correlational, evaluative and follow-up stu-
dies, at times involving case study approach to probe
depths are required to unzarth more useful and conclu-
sive data.

The areas of research requiring proper attention
may be listed as follows : ohilosophy and goals of non-
formal education; population characteristics; the needs,
interests, and other motivational characteristics of the
adult learners; learning materials, methods. media. mo-
dels of adult learning, instructional aids, libraries; orga-
nisation and administration of non-formal education
programmes; personnel in non-formal education; eva-
luation of the learning outcomes; evaluation of the pro-
grammes; integrating non-formal education with other
formal educational systems; interdisciplinary collabo-
rations in develoning the emergent discipline of non-
formal education.

The present disciplines of pedagogy, psychology,
sociology, anihropology, economics, :ccinl work and
management science have much to contribute to the
thinking on the several aspects of szscurch in this area
as mentioned above. In view of i.s importance in the
national development, if a National Institute of Non-
formal Education is set un with expertise drawn from
the several areas which converge on this theme, it may
give proper direction to the efforts v hich are already
being made in this matter. The univecrsities and colle-
ges of education can also take initiative on their own
to form such interdisciplinary cells to organise train-
ing, research and action programmes with or without
the assistance from the various agencies like the Uni-
versity Grants Commission, National Council of Edu-
caiional Research and Training, Indian Council of So-
cial Science Research, Union Ministry of Education or
State Departments of Education.
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ABSTRACTS : 787-806

*787. ABDUR RASHID, An Inquiry into the Pro-
blem of Motivation for Adult Literacy, IMI,
1966. (NCERT financed)

The study attempted to measure an individual’s
motivation for literacy. The dependent variables com-
prised (i) atiainment and (ii) aspiration, while the in-
dependent variables were (i) perception of the signifi-
cance of literacy, (i) value orientation. (i) change pro-
nen2ss, and (iv) socio-economic status.

The sample comprised a random selection of
twenty percent villages of Delhi.  From each of these
fiftyfour villages, three cercent, ie., 8954 house-holds
in total were further selected at random, The per-
sons selecied in the process belonged to the age-group
15-44 years which is generally considered to be signi-
ficani for literacy. The final sample consisted of 442
persons — 252 muales : literate 116, illiterates 136;
and 190 female: literates 22, illiterates 168. The
tests evolved by the Research and Production Centre
of Jamia Millin Islamia were adopted to study the
attainment of peo-literates and a semi-structured pro-
jective ‘cohnique develored by Parcek and Chattopa-
dhyay was used to assess their levels of aspiration in
the arc of cducation as well as their change proneness
and value orientation.  The scale standardised by
Pareck and Trivedi was adopted to measure the socio-
economic status of the subjects.

The study revealed that there is growing consci-
ousncss of being educated in the rural areas of Delhi.
A close association between the socio-economic status
and literacy was also discernible. Those with higher
socio-cconomic status were relatively more motivated
for education than those with lower socio-economic
status.  The results suggest that literacy programmes,
howsoever well modelled, will have limited success if
they foil to take into account the limitations imposed
by socio-economic conditions of life, in particular.

788. AGNIHOTRI, S., Evaluation of the Program-
me of Adult Education in Operation under the
Pilot Plan in Wardha District. Ph.D. Edu., Naz.
U., 1974,

The major objectives of the study were: (i) to
judge as to what exteni the orogramme of adult edu-
cation had yielded positive results; (ii) to investigate
critically the wastage or ineffzctiveness in the fisld so
that necessary suggestions could be made and modifi-
calion in the programme carried out to yield vositive
results; and (i) to study critically both quantitative
szread and its qualicative impact on the life of the peo-
ple, literacy being an important aspect of this,

NON-FORMAL EDUCATION : ABSTRACTS

The inquiry was a depth study of one rural area.
The aspects studied were literacy, social attitudes, par-
ticipation in cooperative developmental activities, re-
creation, change in living patterns, awareness of res-
ponsibilitics, improvement in economic conditions and
physical standards of life, promotion of knowledge, de-
velopment of the ability to adjust to the community
life, and promotion of the capacity to observe, think,
discuss and actively participate, etc,

The <tudy was conducted in the Wardha District
with seven rural blocks, Observation, interview, visits
and specially devised tests were the various tools and
techniques used to collect the data. The sample con-
sisted of 250 men and 250 women ranging in age from
fifteen 1o fiftyfive years.

The major findings were : (1) About seventeen
percent of men and women in the age group fifteen
to twenly were found to be immature and unstable, (i)
Fifty percent of men and fortyone percent of women
were found to bz young, enthusiastic and ambitious
in the age group of twentyone to thirtyone. (iii) Thirty-
one percent of men and fortyfive percent of women
were found to be matured and balanced in the group
of thirtysix to fiftyfive. (iv) Life conditions arrested
the efforts of the village people for their own betterment
and they mostly resigned to their fate. (v) Average
number of members in a family was six. (vi) Adult
education had not brought about the changes which
were expected in spite of efforts of government. There
was no improvement in the standard of living of the.
village people. Their work efficiency had not increased.
(vii) Soap was rarely used by the village people. (viii)
Sixtyeight percent of men and seventysix percent of
women were conscious about cleanliness of their
children.  The village people did not like the girls
taking up a job. They thought it below the dignity of
the family. They held that the girls should marry and
maintain the house. (ix) Most of the rural people spent
their leisure time in religious affairs, only a small per-
centage of people engaged in social work. (x) Most of
the rural people did not want politics in gram pan-
chayat. (xi) Rural population had started understand-
ing the scientific method of cultivation,

789. BHANDARI, J. S., Factors Affecting Persis-
tency and Dropout of Adult Literacy Classes

in Udaipur District, Ph.D. 4. Udai. 1.
1974.
The specific objectives of the present project

were : (i) to study the situation with regard to adulis
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who joined the classes, contirued to keep on roll and
dropped out during the course at different centres;
(ii) to develop techniques and aids to discriminate the
significant factors affecting persistency and dropout,
and to build relevant scales and models to explain the
same; (iii) to cxamine and compare the personal,
cconomic and characteristic conditions of the persis-
tors and drogouts in literacy and functional literacy
classes; (iv) to enlist the factors of persistency and
dropout and to study the correlations of responses of
literacy and functional literacy classes participants;
and (v) to analyse personal background, educational
qualifications, training and attitude of the teach:rs of
literacy and functional literacy classes.

The study was confined to Seva Mandir in Bad-
cgon and Girwa Panchayat Samities in  Udaipur
district. Twenty literacy centres and twelve functional
literacy centres were sclected by two stage stratified
random sampling method. As many as 192 respon-
dents — ninziysix persistors and ninetysix dropouts —
were sclected from the thirtytwo literacy and functional
literacy centras. Tools developed and used for the
collection of data were : (i) schedule for participants
of litcracy and functional literacy classes who had
completed the course; (i) schedule for participants
whe had not completed the course; (iii) schedule for
teachers of literacy and functional literacy classes; and
(iv) interview by the researcher himself.

The findings of the study revealed that (i) no
significant differcnces existed between the persisiors
and dropouts with respect to age. sex, caste, marital
status, occupation, affiliation with economic, social and
political organisational groups, exposure to schooling
in childhood. size of land holding and use of improved
agricultural practices: (ii) th: difference was significant
for the source of discouragement from atiending the
class and discontinuance in case of literacy classes:
(iii) there was a significant difference in literacy and
functional litcracy class participants with respect to the
content of Jearning: (iv) there was no significant diffe-
rence between  the literacy and  functional literacy
droupouts and their responses o the cfforts of the
teachers for continuing in the class, the solution of
their difficulties, desire for rejoining the class and self-
pereeption for having not been able to attain literacy;
(v) reasons for dropping out were day work, animal
husbandry work, lack of interest, far-off school, domes-
tic work and ridicule by Iriends and rclatives; (vi) to be
able to write letters, to sign, (o read newspapers and
books on religion, to be able to maintain farm records
and accounts, to learn a language and to utilise free
time profitubly were considered factors for persistence;
(vii) the chi-square value between the use of improved

541

agricultural practices and the factors of dropout in
both the classes suggesied their relationship; (viii) a
significant relationship existed between the occupation-
al groups and the factors of dro-out in funciional lite-
racy classes; and (ix) the characteristics of thirtytwo
teachers representing twenty literacy and twelve func-
tional literacy centres showed that most ot the teachers
were in the age group of nineteen to thirty years; all
were married; and males were mostly Brahmins by
caste.

#790. BRAHAM PARKASH, The I'npuct of Func-
tional Literacy in the Kural Areas of darvana
and the Union Territory of Delhi, Ph. D. Edu.,
Kur, U, 1978.

The study was conducted with the purpose of find-
ing out the impact of the functional literacy componeit
of Farmer Training and Furnctional Literacy Program-
me on the farmers with regard to their knowlzdge, atti-
tude and adoption behaviour towards high vyielding
varieties programmes, besides their attainments in li-
teracy skills.

In Delhi, the functional literacy programme was
going on in Najafgarh Block, Therefore the Najafgarh
Block and its adjoining areas of Gurgaon Block in
Haryana where one functional literacy district was also
functioning was chosen for the purpose of study. An
experimental  design  way used for the invesdgation,
The experimental group consistzd of 594 participating
farmers (both muales and females) in functional literacy
classes during 1974-75. They were drawn from func-
tional literacy centres selected by simple random
sample methed. The control group consisted of 200
illiterate adult farmers (including both males and fe-
males), who were not participating in  functional
literacy programme and were drawn  from  villages
other than where functional literacy centres were func-
tioning. Through a comprehensive interview schedule
the information in regard to knowledge, attitude and

adoption behaviour with respect to high yielding
varietics programme was collected, The requisice

measuring devices like the test to measure agricultural
knowledge and scale to measure the level of attitude
and adoption behaviour were developed which were
incorporated in the main interview schedule used for
the study. The same set of tools were used in the pre-
test and in the final test so that the results of the two
tests were comparable.

The study revealed that except for the age group
of above 35 years (of both the sexes), there had been
significant differences between the gain of experimenial
and contrel group respondents with respect to all the
three variables, namely, their level of knowleduoe, atti-
tude and adoption behaviour, taken together, regarding
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high yiclding varicties. It was found that functional
literacy programme had bzen instrumental in bringing
about a positive and significant overall change in the
knowledge siatus, attitudinal level and adoption
behaviour with respect to high yielding varieties pro-
gramme of participating farmers (both males and
females) ol the iwo age groups 15-25 and 26-35
Funciionally literate farmer’s knowledge about package
of practices regarding high yielding varieties programme
was found to be significantly associated with their
attitude towards high yielding varieties, but their
knowledge was no' found to be significantly associated
with their adoption behaviour with respect to  high
yiclding varieties programme. When proficiency of res-
pondents of cxperimental group in literacy skills was
assessed through administering various tests, they were
found 10 have acquired skills of reading, writing and
arichemetic.
791. CHATURVEDI, §. C., Impact of Social Edu-
cation on the Life and Living of the People in
Block Areas (in the districts of Gorakhpur,
Jhansi, Lucknow and Mathura), Ph.D. Social
Work, Luc. U., 1969.

The purpose of the invesiigation was to study the
impact of social education programme on the life and
living of the people in the block areas of Uttar Pradesh
with special reference to the distric's of Mathura,
Lucknow, Jhansi and Gorakhpur as representing the
Woestern, Central, Southern and Eastern Regions of the
Staie of U.P.

To draw the sample. the whole of U.P. was
divided into four regions, One district from each
region, one block from each district and five villages
from cach block were selected. Selection of respon-
dents at village level was through stralified random
sampling. Fifteen adult males, five females and fifteen
youths from cach of the selected villages were drawn
on cqual probability basis. Thus, a total number of
700 respondents lormed the sample. The data were
collected ihrough interviewing the selected rural dwell-
ers and such officials as were directly responsible for
the implementation of social education programme,
namely, Assistant Development Officers (Panchayat),
Assistant Development Officers (Mahila), Gram Sevaks
and Gram Sevikas. Szparate schedules were developed
for cach category.

The following were the imporiant findings of the
study : (i) the main occupation of the people in the
countryside was agriculture; (i) people still adopted
the same old methods of agriculture; (iil) there was a
definite change it uic manner of living and in the out-
look of the people in the areas where adequate facili-
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ties for irrigation were present; (iv) lethargy and a
tendency to cling to the old ways of living were a uni-
versal feature in tropical countryside; (v) ignorance and
illiteracy were the other factors which had been gene-
rally atiributed to their failure to benefit from the
different social education programmes launched under
the community development programme; (vi) the
facilities provided by the vovernment could not bz
called adequate as compared to the developed countries;
(vii) efforts had been made to start various types of
centres in many block arcas but the enthusiasm of the
people was not evolved to make them a success; (viil)
in the field of animal husbandry the social education
programme had failed to bring about an improvement
in the livestock of the countryside; (iv) the social
welfare and agriculture committees of the Panchayats
still remained a powerful source of deciding petty
quarrels among individuals; (x) the efforts of the vo-
luntary agencies were suffering from inadequate
resources, lack of training facilities and lack of enthu-
siasm to carry forward the programmes to a desired
level; (xi) the governmental efforts to improve the
cconomic situations of the villages through the efforts
to encourage the cooperative movement could not
bring as much benefit as was expected; (xii) the
appointment of Assistant Development Officer (Mahi-
la), Gram Sevikas and Gram Lakshmis had not done
much in improving the conditions of rural women;
(xiii) in general, it could be said that social education
programme. inspite of many pitfalls, had definite
impact on the life and living of the people in the rural
areas under study.

792. DESHPANDE, B. S. [Iniormal Education
through the Saint-Litzrature i the Muddle
Ages (in Marathi), Ph.D. Edu.. Poona U.,
1975.

The objectives of the study were : (i) to analyse
the religious litera-ure with a view to examining if they
served any educational purpose; and (i) to study
if the instructional material sorted out of it could be
used to surplement the present formal instructional
programme,

The writings of five Marathi saints, namely,
Dnyaneshwar, Namdeo. Eknath, Tukaram, and
Ramdas were analysed. Selected portioas of their writ-
ings were taken as instructional material. The themes
according to which the selections were made, were :
(i) knowing oneself or human nature. (ii) character de-
velopment; (iii) social and cultural development; and
(iv) emotional and national integration.

The study reflected on (i) the comparative aspects
of educational objectives in Indian and Western sys-
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tems; (ii) the diffzrence between the formal and in-
formal educaion and the possibility of informal edu-
cation lo supplement formal education; (iii) the un-
suitability of saint literature as instructional material at
various levels of formal and informal education; and
(iv) classification of the sclected aspects of saint litera-
are according to objectives of education.
¥793. DIXIT, A., A Studv of Educational Need-
patierns of Adults in the Urban, Rural and
Tribal Communities of Rajasthan, Ph.D. Edu.,
Raj. U., 1975.

The objectives of the studv were @ (i) to find out
cducational nced patterns of the adults in the urban,
rural and tribal communities of Rajasthan; (ii) to study
the attitudes of adults towards their needs for conti-
nuing education and the relationship between different
age groups; (i) to study the factors limiting their
participation in the cducational activities; and (iv) to
study the different kinds of programmes which were
useful for the cducation of adults. The hypotheses
framed were @ (i) occupational differences are signifi-
cant so far as educational needs of adults are concerned
in an urban community and also the educational nceds
there vary from occupation to occupation. (ii) Nature
of the occupation determines the preferences in educa-
tional activities of the adults in the urban community.
(iii) Sex differences are important in the educational
needs of the adults in the various occupations in the
urban community. (iv) Educational needs are deter-
mined by age in the rural and tribal communities. (v)
Age affects the cducational programme. design and
content in the rural and tribal communities. (vi) Educa-
tional needs and prioritics vary in urban, rural and
tribal communities devending on a number of factors
other than sex or age.

The sample consisted of 598 adults (320 males
and 278 females) from Jaipur city representing diffe-
rent occupations like teachers, nurses, telephone ope-
rators, businessmen, ete., 619 adults from rural popu-
lation, and 351 adults from tribal population. The data
were collected through the questionnaire and personal
interviews. For the analysis of the data, the statistical
techniques of chi-square and rank order correlation
were utilised. ,

The major findings of the study were as follows :
(i) Urban -opulation: The majority  of women  res-
pondents were those who had high school and inter-
mediaie education. The largest percentage of the
respondents was in teaching profession and  majority
of them were on permanent jobs, Respondents came
under the income range of Rs. 500 to 1000 per month.
More than half of the respondents expressed that
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vocational training was very much helpful to them for
their jobs. (ii) Rural population: The majority of the
adults happened to be in the age group of twenty one
to thirty five years and were married and illiterate.
Agriculture was the main occupation and the income
range was Rs. 201 to 300 per month. Majority
of them had a favourable attitude towards vocational
training. One-fourth of the respondents indicated that
they had literacy classes in the village which they
could attend only at night, (iii) Tribal community : The
majority of the adults were in the age group of twenty
one to thirty five years and were married. Bhils parii-
cipated very little in education. Majority indicated that
agriculture was their main occupation, Majoritly of the
respondents earned Rs. 100/- per month, Majority of
the respondents had been deprived of the opporiunity
for education although 1t was found that the tribal
villages included in the study were having the facility
of literacy classes.
#794. GAYATONDE, N. V., The Problems of Social
Education in India with Special Reference to

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajaihar,  Madhva
Pradesh, Mysore, (Karnatak), Ph.}. Edu.,

Poona U., 1977.

The major objectives of this siudy were: (i) to
find the causes of seventy percent illiteracy prevalent in
India; (ii) to appraise the aititudes of the intellectual
elite regarding social education; and (iii) the study of
difficulties faced by the social education workers,

The tools employed in this study were Likert
type attitude scale. questionnaire and interviews, The
tools were constructed in the rogional languages of the
five states from where the sample was selected. There
were sixteen categories of subjecis in the sample and
ten to fifteen persons in each category. Principals and
teachers of schools and colleges, rescarch workers,
lawyers, businessmen. doctors, journalists, execculives
and so on were included in this sample. Totally 362
replied to the attitude scale and 543 questionnaires
were received from the respondenis. The ‘deeply
interested people’ from the sample were interviewed,
The data obtained through the attitude scale and ques-
tionnaire were analysed from mean, SD, and t test,

The mujor findings follows: (i) The
changing concept of social cducation was well under-
stood by all, though certain categories like principals,
professors and journalists felt that social education
should “cncompass all aspects”. (i) The university
teachers did not have a clear understanding of adult
cducation. (iii) Though social education officers felt
that social change could be affected by social educa-
tion, intellectuals did not think that education was an

were  as



544

ctfective agent of social change. (iv) It was felt that the
content ol social educaiion should be based on cri-
teria like development of the potential of the adult,
creaiion und development of interests, assistance to the
individual in problem-solving and so on.

JOHNSTON, J. P., A Proposal for the Esta-
blishment of a State-wide Adult Education
Progranmume for Maaras (Tamil Nadu), Ph.D.
Edu., Madras U., 1970.

795,

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
current status of adult literacy programme in Tamil
Nadu and (o offcr practical suggestions to bring about
a acaninglul siate-wide system of adult education.,

Tiie study mainly depended on printed materials.
To know the attitudes of those who enforced the
Compulscry Education Act, a questionnaire was sent
to the Panchuyai Presidents,

The following were some of the main conclusions
of the study: (i) For a beteer approach to adult educa-
tion programmes the problems of wastage and stagna-
tion in tiie rural areas were to be tackled first, because
these problems were getting more acute day by day
wiith increase in population. (i) The incentive pro-
gramme could only be considered as an aid and not as
a major influential factor in combating illiteracy. (iii)
The programmes of village uplift, namely, social edu-
cation, in which adult education was a segment, did
not succeed much.  (iv) An occupationally oriented
programme for adults should be expanded throughout
the state, (v) The main point brought out by this study
was that any atack on illiteracy must include as its
first objective, the elimination of wastage and stagna-
tion in primary schools. Those programmes which
existed now to reduce these chronic difficulties were
not working sadsfactorily.  Consequently, the efforts
to educate adults and thereby reduce the number of
illiterates were being neutralised.

796. KAUL, P. N. Attitude Towards Extension
Education of Undergraduate Agricultural Stu-
dents of the Punjab Agricultural University at
Various Stages in their Instruction, Ph.D. Agri-
culture Extension Education, PAU, 1970.

The study was conducted to fulfil the following
objectives : (i) to find out the relationship between
some personal and group characteristics of the under-
graduate students with their initial attitudes towards
ex:-ension education; (ii) to study the change produced,
if any, by three courses in extension education on the
students’ atti-udes towards it; and (iii) to isolate the
relative contribution of some variables responsible for
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these as existing at various stages among the stu-
dents.

The respondents participating in the study were
159 final year students of the College of Agriculture
of the Punjab Agricultural University during the ses-
sion 1968-69. The Likert-type Atiitude Scale was
standardised for measuring attitudes of students to-
wards extension education.  After iiem analysis the
scale had twentyfive items. The reliability by Spear-
man-Brown formula yielded a coefficient of 0.91. Va-
lidity was established mainly by known group techni-
que.  The second tool, namely, the Curricular Prefer-
ence Scale, was also developed to know the level of
preferences for different types of courses and curricula,
such as, social science, agricultural economics, ento-
mology. agronomy, plant breeding, horticuiture, plant
pathology, and extension education. For identifying
the centrality in communication networks among the
samrle students, four sociometric techniques related
to friendship, discussion groups, summer practical
training group, and frequent talk and gossip group were
also utilised. The data on o.her variables were ob-
tained by direct questions and records.

The findings of the study were as follows : (i)
Most of the selected variables had rather low correla-
tion with the attitudes towards extension education.
Barring centrality variables most of the other variables
were negatively associated with the attitudes. (ii) Age
was not found to be related to the attitudes. (iii) Aca-
demic achievement was not related to the attitudes to-
wards extension cducation. (iv) Socio-economic sta-
tus was significantly associated with attitudes towards
extension education. (v) Friendship was significantly
and positively related to the attiludes towards exten-
sion education. (vi) In the early stages of instruction,
higher centrality in the communication networks tend-
ed to be associated with more favourable attitudes of
the students, whereas in the later stages it tended to
be associated with more unfavourable attitudes towards
extension education.

#797. KHAJAPEER, M., A Study of the Academic
Performance of the Farmers' Functional Lite-
racy Programme Participants in Relation to
Some Social-Psychological Factors, Ph.D. Edy.,
SVU, 1978.

The objectives of the study were: (i) to find out
the relation between the social-psychological factors
pertaining to the Farmers’ Functional Literacy Pro-
gramme Participants (FFLPPs) and their academic per-
formance; (ii) to identify the social-psychological fac-
tors that predict their academic performance; (iii) to
study the differential contribution of these factors in
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predicting the academic performance of the FFLPPs
singly and jointly; and (iv) to identify those factors that
turn out to be the common and significant predictors
of the academic performance of the FFLPPs.

The major findings were : (i) social-psychological
factors, newspaper reading, radio listening pertaining
to agricultural programmes, social participation, urban
occupational pull, contact with agricultural extension
officers, n-achievement, aspirations in reading, writing,
arithmetic and knowledge about improved methods of
cultivation, attitudes towards adult literacy and im-
proved methods of cultivation, all pertaining  to
FELPPs, were positively and significantly related to
their performance in literacy; (i) age, sex, caste, pri-
mary education, etc. were not significantly related to
their performance; and (jii) conservatism, fatalism and
authoritarianism of the FFLPPs were negatively and
significantly associated with their performance in lite-
racy.

798. KUDESIA, U. C., The Role of Social Educa-
tion in Rural Development of Madhva Pra-
desh, Ph.D. Edu., Sag. U., 1973,

The major objectives of the present study were :
(i) to know how far social education had helped the
villagers to improve their social. political, economic,
cultural and hygienic condiiions; (i) to ascertain the
impact of social education in promoting self-confidence,
self-sufficiency, feeling of co-operation and tolerance in
the rural folk; and (iii) to study the effectiveness of
social education programmes launched by agencies of
social education,

Normative survey method was adopted in the in-
vestigation with questionnaire and interview as the tools
of research. Government officers and field workers
concerned were interviewed, and the questionnaire was
administered to all District Panchayat and Welfare
Officers of Madhya Pradesh. Impact of social educa-
tion programmes and their achicvements were judged
on a five-point scale ranging from “very low™ to “very
high™. In analysing the data, districtwise attainments
in different aspects of rural development were studied
and the districts were categorised under three norms,
viz., above average, average, and below average, on
the basis of mean and standard deviation of attainment
scores.

The following were some of the salient findings of
the study : (i) the level of achievement in health and
recreational development, which was one of the aspects
of various programmes of social education, was the
highest as compared to the achievement of other as-
pects of development in the rural arcas of the state;
(ii) the programme of imparting health education was
well organized; (i) welfare activitics were given pro-
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per scope in the programme of social education in the
rural areas; (iv) rural arts and crafts still remained to
receive impetus; (v) untouchability, caste system, so-
cial injustice and poverty were still the major forces
to hinder rural development; and (vi) political aware-
ness of the rural people was at a low level.

799. MALI, M. G., Factors Affecting Retention of
Literacy aniong  Adult Neo-Literates, Ph.D.
Edu., Shi. U., 1974,

The objectives of the investigation were : (i) to
measure the retention of literacy among the adult neo-
literates: (i) to study the relationship between reten-
tion of literacy and classroom lzarning factors and en-
vironmental factors: and (iti) to determine which of the
factors needed to be strengthened after establishing re-
lationship between literacy reteniion and the classroom
lactors and the environmental factors.

The sample consisted of 310 adults selected from
thirty villages round about Gargsti. The mean age
of the adults was thirty years approximately, The
classroom factors considered ware motivation to join
the class, methods of teaching in the class, reading
materials used in the ¢lass. duration of the class and
post literacy practice. The environmental faciors in-
cluded occupation, age, and locality of the residence
of the adult.  The (ools used in the investigation were :
(i) a graded silent reading comprehension test of three
levels of reading with five questions atiached to each
level; (i) a questionnaire cliciting factual information
about the class; (iii) an interview with cach of the
adults to ascertain his attitude to the classroom con-
ditions,

The study revealed that (i) the reading materials
had a very high correlation with literacy retention; (ii)
environmental factors had no infiuence on retention:
and (iii) classroom factors needed to be stressed for
retention,

800. MALLIKARIUNASWAMY . M., Survey of
Reading Needs and interests of Adult Neo-Lite-
rates in Mysore State, Mvsore State Adult Edu-
cation Council, Mysore, 1969. (NCERT finan-
ced)

The purpose of this study was to find out the
topies which the adults, who had acquired sufficient
mastery over the basic skill of reading, considered use-
ful to their problems so that a serics of follow-up
booklets could be planned,

The findings of the study were as follows : (i)
Religious and folk literature had a very high reading
appeal for the neo-literates.  This was followed by
topics dealing with the occupations  of the adults.
Topics which were already in the knowledge of the
community lo some extent were preferred for reading
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by the neo-literates, (i) There were small but some-
times significant differences in the reading interests and
needs of specific groups among the neo-literates’ com-
munity. Meost of these differences were related to the
occupations of the different grouns.  (iii) Stories and
fiction had u high appeal to the nco-literates, This
strongly indicated that the follow-up reading mate-
rials offered to ithe nco-literates might extensively use
the “siory methed” of presentution of new ideas and
attitudes instead of “manual” or ‘essay” type presenta-
don,  (iv) Literacy not only stimulated reading but
also widened the <cope ol reading desires of the nco-
literates.  The neo-literates  wanted to know more
about manv things, (v) A publication progrumme for
nco-literates should take into account the sex, age, and
cccupation composition ol ihe readers, us they were
found to influence their reading interests and needs.
#801. NANDA, 8. K.. A Critical Study of the Deve-
lopment of Adult Education in the Punjab dur-
ing the period from 1947 1o 1972, Ph.D. Edu.,
Punjabi U., 1978.

The objeciive of the study was o investigate the
development of aduli education programme in the State
of Punjab and to study the opinion of public about
adult education programme.

Historical cum survey method used.  The
data for historical method was collected from the an-
nual reports cn progress of education in Punjab, and
recerds of ciicle wocind Zducation offices. For the pur-
pose of survey, tools used were : questionnaire, inter-
view and chservition, The sample comprised ninety-
seven aduli education workers and, 200 adult illitrates
coming to adult education centres,

By [950-51 ihe administration helped the state
to realise the task of making every one literate, The
work done during 1951-61 shows that adult education
was recciving more and more attention. The number
of adult education centres rose from 23 to 1098, From
1961-66 the authoritics did not put up sufficiently in
the field of Adult Education. In 1971 government of
India prepared a blue print of means and methods to
completely eradicats iiliteracy from Punjab. The ideas
listed could not by implemented because of change in
political condition in Punjab. The existing pace was 224
adul: education centres, 420 farmer’s training and fung-
tional literacy centres and 200 non-formal adult edu-
cation centres.

Wils

The findings from ihe survey revealed that when
women were accompanicd with their children to the
adult education centres, their attitude towards school
was changed.  The men complained of being ridicu-
led. The men had no timz for adult c¢ducation be-
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cause they were daily wage workers.  In case of far-
mers also, it was noticed that they felt that green revo-
lution had made their lives very difficult.  They were
busy the whole day. The socio-cconomic condition of
farm-labourers was a problem, The responses of adult
cducation workers reflzeted  initiacive and  personal
cfforts on their part,

It was found that adul. education programme in
Punjab suffered from many lacunas.  Much was re-
quired to te done in this ficld.  Centres of adult edu-
cation peeded to be spread over boih rural and urban
Administration necded o be strengthened. It
was felt that there was a need to have a separate de-
rartment of adult educaiion.

NO2. RAO, G. S., Literacy Survev of the Class IV
Emplovees of the Universiiv ol Mvsore, CIIL,
Mysore, 1974.

The abjectives of the survey were to find out (i)
the number of literates and illiterates on the campus
among the groups surveved; (ii) the level of literacy
in terms of reading comprehension and arithmetic; and
(i) aptitude for literacy <kills in terms of age, sex and
occupation.

A questionnuire was prepared to test the literacy
skills of about 200 pcople in reading, comprehension
and arithmetic. A calendar, a clock or watch and a
photocopy of a passage from the first grade Kannada
textbook were used for testing the skills of the subjects.
The subjects’ reading claim, writing claim and numer-
acy were indicated on a scale of minimum-moderate-
cood level. Comprebension skill was tested by ask-
ing questions about the given passage.  The results
were recorded on a “Yes or "No’ scale,  Reading com-
prehension was ‘ested on o minimum — moderate —
good scule. The other guestions sought information
about the subject, his buckground, and aptitude.

(s,

The survey revealed the following findings @ (i)
more of the older peonle of above forty years tended to
be illiterate than the younger ones; (i) all the people
working in the university canteen were literate, though
not necessarily in the local language; (iii) people either
overestimated or underestimated their literacy  skills;
{iv) those who could tell the day and date from a ca-
lendar and the time of the day from a watch had shown
higher <kills in reading and comprehension: (v) those
who helped their children at home in reading and writ-
ing had fared betier in reading and comprehension tests;
(vi) most of the subjects had some formal education
through the primary school; (vii) all below forty years
had shown interesi i being literate and in improving
their skills; and (viii) anbout thirty percent of the class
IV employees were regaded as adequately literate,
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R03. RATHNAYYA, E. V., Structural Constraints
in Tribal Education: A Regional Study, Ph.D.,
Soc., And. U., 1974,

The objectives of . he study were @ (i) to investi-
gate into the structural constraints in tribal educaiion;
and (i) to cxamine the structural variables  which
impedzd or facilitated the nrocess ol extension of eduy-
cation among the tribals,

The primary data were collected from 407 heads
of the tribal and 158 nontribal houscholds in twelve
villages in two blocks, namcly, Utnoor and Wankdi
of Adilabad in the State of Andhra Pradesh. Further
256 tribal students in secondary  schools and  eighty
teachers in the tribal area were also included in the
sample. The tools and techniques employed were sur-
vey technique, structured interview. schedules, and
quesiionnaires, The cecondary  data were  collected
from various official agencias,

The major findings of the study were @ (i) geo-
graphical barric’s and inadequate school and  hostel
facilities in the tribal arca had been largely responsi-
ble for the slow progress of education of the tribals;
(i) there were variations in the levels of literacy and
education among the tribal groups living in the same
geographical area: (iii) cnrolment was found to be
more from the families where the fathers wore salaried
employees, than that from familics where Fathers were
cultivators or labourers; (iv) thers was no significant
difference in enrolment of children at the primary level
from families of different sizes, bui there was signifi-
cant difference at the secondary school level; (v) the
rate of dropouts wus found to be rhenomenal in the
schools in ithe tribal area. where out of every 100
children enrolled in the first grade. only three reached
the fifth grade; (vi) the tribal teachers were not proficient
in the regional and official languages and the non-
tribal teachers were neither given ary orientation in the
tribal language nor any srecial training to teach the
tribal children; (vii) the medium of instruction, curri-
culum, syllabi and textbooks followzd in the schools
in the tribal area were the same as those of the schools
in the plains, and were not adapted to local conditions;
and (viii) the few parents whe seni their children o
schools expressed a feeling that education had been
creating a peculiar situation where the educated had
not only been unable to secure jobs in modern sectors
but they were also lost to their raditional ways of
living.

804. SHANKAR, R., An Lxperiment in Functional
Literacy Teaching  throuoh Nava Savera
Method, Literacv Howse, Lucknow, 1972,

The study aimed at finding out literacy attain-
ments of two groups of udult literacy class participants,
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The objectives were : (i) to find out the literacy attain-
ment levels of adulis participating in the classes con-
ducted for six months, strictly following the programme
break-up and time schedule; (ii) to find ou: the literacy
attainment levels of adults participating in the classes
conducted for an extended period of nine months and
(ili) to compare the results of the above two groups
with a view io establishing the supzriority of the one
over the other.

The sample consisted of ten classes organised by
literacy house, Two classes were treated as ‘conirol’
greup and cight classes were treated as ‘experimental
group.” The experimental group was divided equally
inio two groups — in one group classes were to be
cenducted for six months strictly following the pro-
gramme and time schedule and in the other group a
six-month syllabus was to  be covered within an
extended period of nine months. These two cxperi-
mental groups were further subdivi led according to the
lest papers to be used for determining functional lite-
taracy attainment of the participants. A total of nine
villages were selected from within the service area of
Literacy House. Mecan., percentage and t test were
used to analyse the daia.

The finding revealed that (i) over cighty-one per-
cent adult literacy class participants were young adults
(thirty five years and below) and nearly seventy seven
Fercent participanis were married: (i) about seventy
three narticipants belonged to scheduled castes and
Over twenly six percent participants belonged to back-
ward classes; (iii) over ninety six percent were engaged
in farming and labour and over seventy percent par-
ticipants did not atiend classes for more than 120
days; (iv) participation in the functional literacy test
was more in the test conducted after nins months
than the participation in the tesi conducted after six
months: (v) average writing speed after nine months
was more by 1.4 words than the average writing speed
after six months; and (vi) average reading speed was
less by 2.4 words afier nine months than that it was
after six months,

805. TALUKDAR, B. K., Adult FEducation in
Assam during Post-Independence period, Ph.D..
Edu., Gau. U., 1975,

The objectives of the -resent investigation were :
(1) to ascertain whether adult education is maintaining
only the status quo or it has been able to progress in
the light of modern day context of adult education;
and (ii) to know the impact of the new set up of de-
mocratic decentralisation on adult cducation in Assam.

The questionnaire method., along  with  personal
inierview and observation were used for collecting
data. It was further supplemented by library work and
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official visits to some adult education centres and other
concerning organisaions, The questionnaire was dis-
tributed among the adult people in some selected
Community Development Blocks of Assam.,

The study revealed that the picture of Assam was
not beiter than that of India as a whole, so far as
adult educadieon was concerncd. There were some prob-
lems on the way of progress of adult education in
Assam, It was found that in Assam audio-visual aids
were not used much in the field of adult education.
The organisational problem: of adult education was
also present. Adult education in Assam had reccived
least attention during the first three plan periods.
There were very few adult education agencies in
Assam. It was found that there was the in-
structional problem as well. The factors like
dearth of teacher and accommodation, want of suitable
timetable and content of education, ctc., were found to
be standing in the way of progress of adult education,
communication difficulty was found to be another
handicap. There was no good road communication to
the interior areas of the state. Consequently, many
adult centres remained closed during monsoon season
and sometimes they were closed forever duc to heavy
flood. The lack of healthy attitude of the university
towards the progress of adult education in Assam was
also one of the major problems.

#806. VENKATAIAH, N., Impact of the Farmers
Functional Literacy Programme on the Partici-
pants in the Andhra Pradesh, Ph.D. Edu., SVU,
1977.

The assessment of impact was made in terms of
the following selected objectives of the Farmers’ Lite-
racy Programme (FFLP): (i) attainment of literacy
skills, (ii) attainment of agricultural knowledge, and
(iii) attitudinal changes towards improvement of agri-
cultural practices and adult literacy.

The following tools were developed so as to be used
in the experimental part of the study: (i) a reading
test, (i) a writing test, (iii) an arithmetic test, (iv) an
agriculiural knowledge test, (v) an attitude scale on
adult litcracy. A pretest-post test (using the same
set of rools for both the tests) experimental design
with a treatment period of one year was used for the
investigation. The experimental group consisted of 540
adult participants attending the Farmers” Functional
Literacy Classes in 1974-75. The control group con-
sisted of 270 illiterate adult farmers who were not
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participating in the programme and did not belong
to the experimental villages. The samples were drawn
on the principles of siratified random sampling tech-
nique. In order to find out whether the experimental
group could attain the third standard level of the pri-
mary school children. a comparision was made bet-
ween the achievemen: of literacy skills of the expe-
rimental group in the final literacy tests and the achi-
evement of the elementary school children (on the
same tests), who were jusi promoted to the fourth
standard, drawn randomly from the primary schools of
the experimental and control villages. Certain variables
like age. caste, farm size and socio-cconomic status of
participants were also taken into account while finding
out the impact of FFLP. The t test and chi-square
techniques were employed in the analysis of the data.

The following were some of the major findings of
the study: (i) There was significant difference in the
achievement of literacy skills between the experimental
group and the control group. But therz was no signifi-
cant difference between the adult participants and the
third standard school children with regard to the
achievement of arithmetic skills. (ii) The experimental
group had significantly higher knowledge in modern
agricultural practices and more favourable attitudes
toward improved agricultural practices and adult lite-
racy than their counterparts in the control group. (iii)
Age and literacy skills were Ssignificantly related to
each other and the age of the participants was inversely
related to the acquisition of literacy skills. The same
was the case with the agricultural knowledge of the
participants and their age. (iv) There was positive
association between the caste of the participants and
their literacy skills. The levels of agricultural know-
ledge possessed by the participants and their caste
groups were also significantly related to cach other.
(v) The mean literacy achicvement scores increased
significantly with the increase in the size of land hold-

ing of the participants, The larger the land holding of
the subject, the more was the knowledge possessed by

him about modern agricultural practices. (vi) There
was a significant increase in the literacy achievement
and acquisition of modern agricultural knowledge with
the increase in the socio-economic status of the parti-
cipants. (vii) A significant impact of the programme
in respect of attitudes towards modern agricultural prac-
tices and adult literacy was found on all the age
groups, caste groups, land holding groups and socio-
economic status categories of the participants.
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